
CONNONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

DEFORE THE PUBLIC BERVICE COMMIOBION 

In the Matter oft 

APPLICATION OF CINCINNATI BELL 1 
TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR CHANGEE IN IT8 i CASE NO. 93-391 
UTILITY PLANT DEPRECIATION ACCOUNT8 1 

O R D E R  

This mattor arising upon petition of Cincinnati Uell Telephona 

Company ("Cincinnati Bell") filed October 11, 19D3, purouant to 807 

KAR 5 1 0 0 1 ,  Bectlon 7, for confidantlal protection of the 

information contained in the Propriotary Information Volume of  

Cincinnati Bell's 1994 Dapraciation Rata Btudy on tho groundr that 

diacloaure oC the information io likoly to c a w 0  Cincinnati Boll 

compatitlve injury, and i t  appearing to this Commiarlon aa Collowsi 

Cincinnati Bell aeekn to protect ar confidential a11 of tho 

information contained in tha Proprlatary Information Volumo of itr 

1994 Depreciation Rate Btudy. Tha Information ir  filed in ouppcrt 

of Cincinnati Bell'r proposad new doprociation rchodulo for whleh 

it nooks approval from this Commission. 

The information sought to be proteatod 1s not known outrlda 

Cincinnati Bell and ie known only by thoro Cincinnati Boll 

employee8 who have a legltimate burinerr need to know and act upon 

the Information. Cincinnati Bell  raekr to prrrerve and protect the 
confidentiality of the information through a11 appropriate 

meanu r os. 



KRS 61.872(1) requires information filed with the Commission 

to be available for public inspaction unless specifically exempted 

by statute. Exemptions from this requirement are provided in KRS 

61.878(1). That section of the statute exempts 11 categories of 

information. One category exempted in subparagraph (c) of that 

section is commercial information confidentially disclosed to the 

Commission. To qualify for that exemption, it must be established 

that disclosure of the information is likely to cause eubetantial 

competitive harm to the party from whom the information was 

obtained. To eatisfy this test, the party claiming confidentiality 

must demonstrate actual competition and a likelihood of substantial 

competitive injury if the information is disclosod. Competitive 

injury occurs when disclosure of the information gives competitors 

an unfair business advantage. 

The information sought to be protacted outlines the timing of 

switching equipment cutovers a8 well as specific fiber optic cable 

deployment plans. D~SClOsUKe of such information would assist 

Cincinnati Bell's competitors in devising marketing strategies and 

taking advantages of WeakneEEeS in Cincinnati Bell's system which 

are not otherwise known. Therefore, disclosure of the information 

is likely to cause Cincinnati Bell competitive injury and the 

information should be protected as confidential. 

This Commission being otherwise sufficiently advised, 

IT I8 ORDERED that the proprietary information volume of 

Cincinnati Be11'8 1994 Depreciation Rate Study, which Cincinnati 

Bell has petition be withheld from public disclosure, shall be held 
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and retained by this Commieaion aa confidential and rhsll not be 

open for public inspection. 

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, thir 9th day of Novombor, 1993. 

PUBLIC 6~VICECOMMI6SION 

ATTEST: 


